GHOSTS, NATURE-BEINGS, AND GODS

Phenomena belonging to classes one and two
necessarily lead to a belief in unseen man-like
beings. The familiar relation of ghosts with
the tribe, and also the great number of them,
offer a definite resistance to the process of dei-
fication. It is otherwise with the personified
nature-powers, for they are not necessarily, like
ghosts, mere dead men in another life. In
conceiving of an agent animating nature, the
imagination is not limited to the thought of a
particular human being, not even of a human
being at all. The thunder might be the voice of
some monstrous animal. The surpassing variety,
the magnitude and magnificence of nature, stimu-
late the imagination into more original activity
than the apparitions of men and women in
dreams or in trances. For these reasons, if the
choice was between ghosts and nature-beings, it
would be advisable to favour the hypothesis that
the first gods were derived from the spontaneous
personification of striking natural events. But
the idea of a creator must take precedence
of ghosts and nature-beings in the making of
Religion, for a world-creator possesses from the
first the greatness necessary to the object of a
cult, and the creature who recognises a creator
can hardly fail to feel his relationship to him.
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